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April 5, 2001 


by 
Matthew 
Morris 


Election fraud has 
prompted Dr. Gloria 
Raines, vice chancellor of 
student affairs, to officially 
invalidate this year’s SGA 
election for Senator of Lib- 

al Arts. Plans to redo the 
election have not been 
finalized yet. 

This action followed 
reports of students attempt- 
ing to vote in the Black- 
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In a March 27 campus 
orrespondence, Provost 
and Vice Chancellor of 

Academic Affairs Dr. Stu- 

E. Mills stated that he 
will be recommending the 
mplementation of a con- 
troversial due- process pol- 
icy. The policy outlines the 
procedure used for dismiss- 
g tenured faculty mem- 
bers and had been rejected 
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“T love to garden almost as much as crying and throwing temper tantrums.” 


GA election marred 
by vote tampering 


Perpetrator had access to social security numbers 


board system and being 
told that a vote had already 
been recorded for them. 

Shelby Keith, director 
of computing services, said 
that the problem was not 
with the Blackboard com- 
puter system. “As far as the 
system is concerned, it is 
secure,” he said, 

“Blackboard is fine, but 
if you’ ve got an ingenious 
unethical person they can 
break any system,” Raines 
said. 

According to Raines, 
someone must have gotten 
access to student passwords 
to infiltrate the system and 
tamper with votes. 


by the faculty senate in 
January. The senate had 
instead supported a draft 
based on the policy used at 
LSU in Baton Rouge pro- 
duced by the LSUS Policy 
and Personnel Committee. 
“We had two elected 
bodies look at these two 
documents,” Dr. Beverly 
Burden, president of the 
faculty senate, said in a 
March 30 interview. “And 
both of these bodies said, 
“We do not like the docu- 
ment that came out of the 
Office of Academic 
Affairs. We do like the pol- 
icy that came out of Policy 


“We are appalled that 
anyone would do this and 
we are dealing with it,” 
Raines said. 

Melinda Sailors, junior 
English major, said she 
tried to vote last Thursday 
and wasn’t allowed to. 

She said she went to 
computing services and 
was told that a vote had 
been registered in her name 
the evening before. 

“Tt occurred to me that 
if someone got my social 
security number it would 
be easy to vote under my 
name,” Sailors said. 


Continued on pg. 10 


Faculty Dismissal Policy causes controversy 


and Personnel.’ So why Dr. 
Mills would go against the 
document the faculty 
wants? I don’t know.” 

In the correspondence, 
Mills claims that despite 
the request for input, the 
Policy and Personnel Com- 
mittee had never offered 
help developing the dis- 
missal for cause procedure 
for his original 1998 docu- 
ment entitled Faculty Con- 
duct. Then, the LSU Sys- 
tem’s PM-35 called for 
each university to have an 
official policy concerning 
this issue. LSUS would be 
in violation of statewide 
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popcorn? 


by J Willoughby 


Many students are 
probably wondering 
what’s going on with the 
vending machines on 
campus. 

Maybe you can no 
longer find your favorite 
snack or have noticed 
that some prices have 
gone up. Is this the work 
of some evil force out to 
thwart LSUS students’ 
snack-time plans? » 

Yes it is. O.K., no it’s 
really not. 

In fact, it actually has 
a quite logical explana- 
tion. Any company that 
is to provide a continuing 
service for the school, 
i.e. snack vendors, equip- 
ment suppliers, etc., must 
go through a bid process 
to receive the contract. 

If the contract is with 


regulations if it continued 
without an official dis- 
missal policy. In early fall 
2000, Mills submitted the 
draft entitled Faculty Due 
Process to the faculty sen- 
ate and the system attor- 
ney. The attorney, after 
minor changes, recom- 
mended the immediate 
implementation of the 
policy. 

Continued on pg. 5 


a previously unused 
company, the school usu- 
ally agrees to a one-year 
contract with the option 
to renew. After the term 
of the contract has 
expired, bidding is again 
opened to all potential 
companies. The “winner” 
of the snack/beverage 
vendor contract is chosen 
like this: the state pre- 
determines what it wants 
to charge for the items in 
the machines based upon 
average regional prices, 
and the company that can 
provide the school with 
the largest profit percent- 
age gets the contract. It’s 
that simple. 

In the case of the 
snack machines, the pre- 
vious vendor, Picket 
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The Almagest Letters 
Policy 


The Almagest requests your reactions through Letters to the 
Editor. Letters should be typed and double spaced. Please include 
your class and major field of study. Letters should be submitted to 
The Almagest office, BH 344, by noon on the Friday preceding the 
Thursday publication date. Obscene, libelous and anonymous let- 
ters will not be printed. The Almagest reserves the right to edit let- 


Calendar 
of events 


Mon April 9 


Univers 
in Megnetia, 
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Well, the SGA elec- 
tions are over and the 
results from the college of 
liberal arts have been 
invalidated due to foul 
play. Dr. Gloria Raines, 
vice chancellor of student 
affairs, won’t release any 
information as to the 
results, since they might 
be incriminating evidence 
in a possible student con- 
duct hearing. So I’m 
assuming that the guilty 
party was a candidate. 

It’s a rather ironic 
shame that the one candi- 
date that put forth some 
effort will probably be dis- 
qualified. 

I don’t support rigging 
elections, but compared to 
the utter lack of campaign- 
ing, it’s nice to know that 
at least one candidate tried 
to win. 

Do we really need an 
SGA? With a lack of voter 
turnout maybe we should 
have a student dictator. 
Maybe we need somebody 
with awesome powers and 
privledges who will abuse 
the student body out of its 
apathetic state and moti- 


30 a.m., 


a.m., 


SEDER 2001 


Last day for sub- 
mission of thesis 


vate it into action. 

Really Let’s ditch the 
SGA. None of the students 
know what the SGA is 
supposed to do and more 
importantly none of them 
care. Judging from the 
amount campaigning by 
the candidates, apparently 
none of the candidates care 
either. So if the governing 
body doesn’t really care, 
and the masses who are to 
be governed don’t care, 
then why waste the time, 
money, and resources to 
uphold a democratic form 
of representation when 
anarchy seems to suit the 
campus just fine. 

Who would suffer if 
the SGA was abolished? 
The student body? Not 
hardly. Without the SGA 
the students could still 
voice their concerns in The 
Almagest, or to the office 
of student affairs. This uni- 
versity will always have 
challenges and those chal- 
lenges will always be met, 
with or without an SGA. 

The problem is that the 
majority our SGA isn’t 
very active; it’s passive. 


lege, 1 p.m; 
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FREE! solar projec- 
tion telescope a 
Sci-Port Discovery 
Center noon-2p.m. 


Sat April 14 


Baseball: LSUS vs. 
Sidra Carey Col- 
in Hat- 


‘MS 


Our SGA tends to wait 
around for issues to arrive 
from other entities such as 
the faculty senate or SAB, 
and then merely approves 
or disapproves the propos- 
als of others. Students 
rarely voice their opinions 
to SGA leaders because 
the SGA leaders are hard 
to find and identify. They 
rarely lead; they tend to 
meekly follow. 

If we had at least one 
student activist on the 
SGA (which we don’t) 
then the SGA might deal 
with some serious issues, 
reach out to its con- 
stituents, and investigate 
university occurrences. 

Once again, the only 
candidate who really tried 
to win this election cheat- 
ed. If this is democracy, 
then we’d be better off 
with a tyrant or nothing at 
all. 


Mark 
Rogers, 
Editor-in- 
Chief 


Sun April 8 


First day of 
Passover 


Palm Sunday 
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Letters to the Editor 


Dear Editor, 


Dear Editor, 


Now that spring is here it’s time to garden, and I 
love to garden. I love to garden almost as much as cry- 
ing and throwing temper tantrums. So gather up those 
garden tools and head on out to the vegetable plot. This 
plot should have a good sunny location with plenty of 
light. If you need more information on light, just check 
with our Almagest editor Mr. Mark Rogers. According 
to Mark’s previous narrative he’s a noted expert on this 
subject. In his own finally-heading-to-graduate-school 
mind he’s quite up on the most complete, best, total and 
pure illumination. 

After you get those meticulously chosen plants and 
seeds in the ground don’t forget to mulch. Mulch is that 
thin covering of any material to promote moisture 
retention and to prohibit weeds. Nothing makes better 
mulch than newspaper and no paper is better than our 
very own junior journal of the Almagest. It is made of 
paper that breaks down readily so you can till it right 
into the soil after it has lost its value, which is amazing- 
ly fast. Since our Almagest is a small content paper, the 
very little value time is almost reached as soon as the 
printer’s ink meets the dirt. You just place it in layered 


Well here we are again: me reading your editorial and you defending your position 
as a journalist to bring “all” of the news to students to the best of your ability. It amazes 
me that, in a world where the First Amendment to the Constitution is so valuable, some 
of our glorious Senators would be so critical of our own newspaper. Last time I checked 
the only restriction on the First Amendment regarding newspapers is “all the news that’s 
fit to print.’ Meaning that you, as the editor, have a moral obligation to be sure that no 
story you print is considered overtly offensive or discriminatory as well as lewd or las- 
civious. 

Since starting here at LSUS and reading the Almagest, not only have I NOT encoun- 
tered anything falling under those guidelines, but I have encountered open, unbiased 
(editorials from certain people excluded: you know who you are) articles that keep me 
informed and up-to-date with the goings-on of the university. I deeply appreciate the 
newspaper taking an active role in SGA elections, for without it I may never have voted 
at all. A word to the Senators: be grateful for the newspaper and its view. For without 
constructive criticism, how can you ever know what to improve? Fellow students, this 
newspaper is an important learning tool on how the media affects us and shapes our 
world, 

Please read your newspaper, write to your editor, and most of all VOTE in the SGA 
elections. We the students determine who is best for us, and we the students must get 
actively involved to help bring to light the things we most need and most care about. 
That’s my two cents worth, spend it where you can. 


Thank you, . piles next to your plants. I prefer to place my Almagest 
Christina Kohlbacher ‘ into a shredder and then use a pitchfork to pile it next to 
Nontraditional student-at-large my rows of vegetables and then stomp it into the earth. 

Freshman It readily accepts fertilizer and blends right into the soil. 


Criminal Justice Other gardeners before me tried to tell me about 
these quality features of the Almagest but I couldn’t 
believe it. But remember, if you complain about any 
lackluster results that you may get from the Almagest, it 
will probably be published in the very next issue. I for 
one enjoy my Almagest and I can’t wait to grab my 
copy out of that stolen shopping cart on Wednesday 


evenings. It has so much to offer the avid gardener. 


Jerry Sumrall 
SGA Senator college of liberal arts 


Editor’s note: In the article “SGA discusses athlet- 
ics, dead week, and Professor of the Year” in last 
week’s issue Jeff Strozier, senator-at-large, made the 
motion for SGA to adjourn promptly at 11:10, not 
Brad Bowen, senator-at-large as was reported. We 


regret any inconvenience this discreprancy may have 
caused anyone. M.R. 
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Alumni Association offers London Escapade 


by 
Stephanie 
McKinzie 


After commencement 
how do we stay in touch 
with graduates, remaining 
students and favorite pro- 
fessors? 

The Alumni Associa- 
tion has the answer. 

The Alumni Associa- 
tion, an organization for 
LSUS graduates, provides 
many avenues for reuniting 
students, teachers and staff. 

On April 28, the Alum- 
ni Association, along with 
Chancellor and Mrs. Vin- 
cent J. Marsala, will spon- 
sor a bus trip to Jackson, 


Miss. to see the world- 
class exhibit, “The Majesty 
of Spain, Royal Collections 
from the Museo del Prado 
& Patrimonio Nacional.” 

The exhibit includes 
pieces from seven royal 
palaces and the Prado 
Museum. 

The cost is $75 per per- 
son and includes trans- 
portation, lunch and tour 
tickets. The trip is open to 
students as well as alumni. 

The bus will leave the 
campus at 7:30 a.m. and 
return by 7 p.m. 

If learning about Spain 
within the United States is 
not your idea of fun, con- 
sider a trip to the actual 
country July 16-24. 

The Alumni Associa- 
tion, along with Alumni 
Holidays International, will 


sponsor a trip to the 
famous country. 

Travelers will stay at 
the first-class Hotel de 
Ubeda in Andalucia, with 
other excursions available. 

Although the trip is 
sponsored by the Alumni 
Association, the funds for 
it are paid individually and 
not by association dues. 

Another trip the Alum- 
ni Assocation is offering is 
the London Escapade, Nov 
24- Dec 1. 

It includes a six-night 
stay at the Crowne Plaza 
London-St. James Hotel 
and exciting excursions 
around England. 

The Escapde includes 
the birthplace of Shake- 
speare, Windsor castle and 
Stonehedge, one of 
Britain’s ancient stone cir- 


cles. 

Graduation night will 
be the first opportunity for 
students to join the Alumni 
Associtation. 

Membership benefits 
include check-out privi- 
leges at Noel Memorial 
Library, a reduced fee for 
joining the health facilities, 
a ten percent discount at 
the bookstore (excluding 
books) and an LSUS alum- 
ni decal/bumper sticker. 

Membership dues are 
$10 for the first year. After 
the first year, dues increase 
to $25. Spousal member- 
ships are $15. 

Glenda Cooper Erwin, 
associate vice chancellor 
for development, said that 
because LSUS is non-tradi- 
tional, it’s harder to get 
students to come back for 


events. 

There is not a central 
place for alumni to meet 
and greet or an event host- 
ed that all students can 
attend, she said. 

“What would students 
come for?” Erwin asked. 
“What teacher would they 
come back to be reunited 
with or be interested in 
hearing a lecture from?” 

Erwin said the effort 
would be easier if each 
class had a class represen- 
tative, but because of the 
non-traditional atmosphere, 
many students don’t finish 
in a particular “class.” 

For information about 
joining the Alumni Associ- 
ation or participating in 
one of the sponsored trips, 
contact Erwin at 797-5168. 


Phi Kappa Phi honor society initiates new members 


On March 22, the 
honor society of Phi Kappa 
Phi held its annual initia- 
tion ceremony on the top 
floor of the Noel Memorial 
Library. 

This year, a total of 32 
students and faculty mem- 
bers were initiated into the 
society, which is the oldest 
and largest interdiscipli- 
nary honor society in the 
world. 

“It’s an honor society 
that recognizes superior 
students in all academic 
areas,” said Dr. Terry Har- 
ris, public relations officer 
for Phi Kappa Phi. “If a 
student is initiated, it 
means they’re within the 
highest percentages of 


grade point averages at the 
university.” 

The society was found- 
ed in 1897 at the Universi- 
ty of Maine and currently 
has membership of more 
than 900,000 scholars from 
across the globe. 

To be accepted, seniors 
must be in the upper 10 
percent of their class and 
juniors must be in the 
upper 5 percent. 

During the last few 
years at LSUS, students 
had to achieve at least a 
3.7 GPA to be considered. 
Graduate students and fac- 
ulty members are also 
accepted in limited num- 
ber«. Honorary or distin- 
guished members may also 
be elected to membership 
by a chapter, with the 
approval of the Board of 
Directors. 

At LSUS, where the 
chapter is relatively new, 
members have met with 
some success within the 


organization. 

So far, three of the 
yearly Phi Kappa Phi grad- 
uate fellowships have been 
awarded to LSUS students, 
one to a Psychology major | 
and two to English majors. 
Members have also been 
active on campus with aca- 
demic events, often team- 
ing with the American 
Studies program to help 
with the Lincoln and 
Washington Conferences. 

According to Harris, 
belonging to the society is 
beneficial for students as 
they look to enter graduate 
programs or the work 
force. 

“Tt is a real plus,” Har- 
ris said. “It’s an interdisci- 
plinary honor society and 
anything that shows suc- 
cess on campus on a wide 
level is very positive.” 
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Pulitzer Prize winner Rick Bragg to speak at 
Pioneer Heritage Center’s “Authors in April” 


“Tis the season for sur- 
prise after surprise. 

First came the news 
about Tiffany and now the 
exciting specifics about 
Authors in April, an annual 
event that serves as both a 
fund-raiser for LSUS’s Pio- 
neer Heritage Center and 
an opportunity for students 
and faculty. 

This year Pulitzer Prize 


winning journalist and 
author, Rick Bragg, will be 
the featured speaker. The 
event will be two-fold: 
Bragg has agreed to speak 
at the annual luncheon 
scheduled for Saturday, 
April 7th at noon and he 
has agreed to lead a work- 
shop for any interested 
writers on Friday April 6th 
at 2 p.m. 

The luncheon will be 
$35 and any interested per- 
sons should pick up an 
invitation in Bronson Hall 
room 106. 

“The Times” workshop 
is free and will be held in 
the Third Floor Assembly 


Area of Noel Memorial 
Library. 

Spaces are limited so 
reservations should be 
made with Marguerite 
Plummer as quickly as pos- 
sible. She can be reached 
at 797-5332. 

According to Plummer, 
this year’s event will be the 
tenth in the series which 
was first established by 
two Pioneer Heritage Cen- 
ter leaders: Mary Anne 
Selber and Charlotte 
Gafiney. 

The first ever Authors 
in April was so successful 
that heritage members 
decided they had to contin- 


ue with the benefit. 

“We here at the Her- 
itage Center have formed a 
committee and have gained 
sponsors for the event year 
after year,” Plummer said. 
“This year one of our 
members, Mr. Horwitz sug- 
gested Rick Bragg and 
despite a busy schedule 
Mr. Bragg agreed.” 

Plummer adds that 
Bragg is a “very talented 
writer” 

Bragg has won the 
Pulitzer Prize for his “Con- 
temporary America” fea- 
ture writing articles and 
has completed three books 
(the third is due to be pub- 


lished in August). With the 
success of his books has 
come much critical 
acclaim. 

In particular, his book, 
Somebody Told Me, led to 
a showering of over 40 
journalism awards. 

In light of the success- 
ful results from the April 
event every year so far, 
Plummer added that the 
Pioneer Heritage Center 
will soon offer more activi- 
ties that will make people 
gain an increased sense of 
awareness for both the cen- 
ter and history in general in 
the near future. 


Burden calls policy decision “A slap in the face” 


Continued from pg. 1 


The faculty senate 
decided to support an alter- 
nate version produced by 
the Policy and Personnel 
Committee. 

At the March 20 meet- 
ing, Mills suggested creat- 
ing another committee to 
look at the two policy 
drafts, which was met with 
a negative response by 
some senators. 

During the meeting, 
Burden characterized the 
suggestion as “a slap in the 
face” to the senate. 

And finally, in the 
March 27 correspondence, 
Mills states that “given the 
requirement for the imple- 
mentation of such a policy 
and after three years during 
which I sought but 
received minimal guidance 
from the Faculty Senate, I 
recommended to Chancel- 
lor Marsala the implemen- 
tation of the version of the 
due process policy that has 
received attorney 
approval.” 


Response to the corre- 
spondence has been mixed. 
Dr. Robert Leitz, chairman 
of the Policy and Personnel 
Committee, believes that 
the document from Acade- 
mic Affairs has only mar- 
ginal differences to his 
committee’s own draft. 


“T’ve yet to see a document}§- 


that comes out of Academ- 
ic Affairs that is so far out 
of left field, so unaccept- 
able, that it would be detri- 
mental to the faculty,” he 
said. “It just doesn’t hap- 
On the other hand, 
Burden believes there are 
important differences 
between the two docu- 
ments. “They are com- 
pletely two different docu- 
ments,” Burden said. “The 
one that comes out of Aca- 


plaint is that Mills’ docu- 
ment does not address aca- 
demic freedom, which 
means the professor’s right 
to teach a class in the way 
he or she sees fit. © 


Dr Beverly Burden 


On the other hand, the 
document originally draft- 
ed by the Policy and Per- 
sonnel Committee begins 
by stating that academic 


demic Affairs begins by freedom is a priority. The 
defining insubordination, document also follows the 
followed by a list of things American Association of 
the faculty should not do or University Professors 
they will be insubordinate. (AAUP) guidelines. 

I personally call this the “With the overall atti- 
‘thou shall not list.’” tudes of the two docu- 


Burden’s major com- 


ments, one is stating “you 


can’t do this or you’ ll be 
punished’ and this is how 
you will be punished,” 
Burden said. “While the 
other says, ‘let’s look at 
professional ethics in the 
world of academia.” 

Issues over the list of 
causes for insubordination 
in Mills’ document had 
been discussed in past fac- 
ulty senate meetings. 

The major controversy 
revolved around defining 
the following causes: men- 
tal or physical disablement 
which would affect faculty 
performance, profane sexu- 
al or vulgar classroom 
speech, commission of a 
misdemeanor, and inten- 
tionally violating board or 
administrative policy. 
Some senators found the 
definitions of these causes 
too prone to misinterpreta- 
tion. 

Leitz believes that the 
Office of Academic Affairs 
has worked well with the 
faculty in the past. “The 
administration has always 
been pretty good about lis- 


tening to the senate,” he 
said. “Even if there is (con- 
troversy), the fact of the 
matter is, the administra- 
tion can do what it wants 
to do in a case like this.” 
Leitz also believes many of 
the strong emotions in the 
senate might be misunder- 
stood by outsiders, espe- 
cially when dealing with 
Burden’s “slap in the face” 
comment during the March 
20 meeting. 

“T think that was an 
unfortunate comment,” he 
said. “I don’t think what 
Mills’ had done was a slap 
in the face.” 

Burden says she still 
stands by her comment on 
Mills’ actions. “I will go 
on record of saying that I 
take full credit for the 
quote ‘slap in the face,”” 
she said. “I am the one 
who said that, and Ill 
stand by that today.” 
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The OSA and the SAB conflict over budgets: 


controversy over campus events 


Cost confusion creates 


by 
Jennifer 
Knafla 


Will the confusion of 
$3,000 disturb the spring 
activities of the Student 
Activities Board (SAB) 
and Office of Student 
Activities (OSA)? 

In the Fall of 2000, 
the SAB paid an unex- 
pected bill of $3,010 for 


the Welcome Back Bash. 

According to Bert 
Harper, president of SAB, 
OSA went over its budget 
for the Bash. 

“The problem was the 
T-shirts. They were given 
away for a low cost. In 
doing this, the OSA lost 
money,” Harper said. 
“Not until the Bash was 
over did OSA discover 
that they had gone over 
their budget.” 

“The money differ- 
ence has not and will not 
affect or damage plans 


for SAB’s spring pro- 
grams, like the Spring 
Fling,” said Shannon 
Murphy director of Stu- 
dent Activities. 

“I don’t believe that 
the quality of the pro- 
grams that we have 
offered were hurt but def- 
initely the quantity.” 
Harper said. 

Harper said that SAB 
was ordered by Dr. Gloria 
Raines, vice chancellor of 
student affairs, to pay the 
$3,010 that OSA owed 
for the Bash. 


Problem from Hell 


Successive drawing from an ordinary deck are made and then the card is replaced 
each time. How many drawings are necessary before the probability is at least 
one-half that an ace is obtained at least once? 


Solution to last week’s problem: 
First, realize that all you have to work with is the 8. Note that 8 times the 2-digit 
divisor is a 20-digit number. Also, the first number in the quotient must be 9, 
because it times the divisor is a 3-digit number. The above information pins down 
the divisor, since the only 2-digit number with those properties is 12. The rest is 
easy. The divisor is then 90809. 


Please submit your answers in writing to Dr. Vekovius in Science 104, or on the 
internet to vekovius@pilot.lsus.edu. Indulgences will be granted for correct 
answers. Others should brush up on their Dante... 


“T believe that 
because SAB is a sublet 
of OSA and because it 
was an emergency, Dr. 
Raines thought that SAB 
should pay for it.” 

“There is no SAB 
budget,” Raines said. 
“There is no difference or 
block between OSA and 
SAB funding. Both are 
used to fund the student 
programs.” 

The money to be used 
for the programs is from 
a projection of the Uni- 
versity Center’s restricted 
account revenue. Both 
SAB and OSA have a 
restricted budget. 

Murphy said that 
OSA’s budget is more for 
administration than for 
funding of student activi- 
ties. “It has been a tradi- 
tion for SAB to support 
and contribute to the Wel- 
come Back Bash,” Mur- 
phy said. “However, it 
was miscommunication 
between OSA and SAB 
that led to the confusion 
of who was to pay for 
what for the Bash.” 

Murphy said that it 
was not the T-shirts but 
the novelty items that led 
to the over-budget issue. 

Harper said that SAB 
was not supposed to pay 
for anything in the Bash. 
However, Murphy said 
that it is the responsibili- 
ty of SAB to contribute to 
important events like the 
Bash. 

“Every year OSA 
helps SAB with money 
issues, every year,” 
Raines said. 

In fact, Murphy said 
that OSA intends to use 


the revenue that was gen- 
erated from the “Better 
Than Ezra” concert to 
pay for the band Caro- 
line’s Spine for Spring 
Fling. “The cost of the 
band will significantly be 
above the cost of $3,000. 
So we are in effect pay- 
ing SAB back,” Murphy 
said. 

“The SAB’s sole pur- 
pose to the student body 
at LSUS is to provide 
entertaining, cultural, and 
educational programs,” 
Harper said. 

In the Fall semester, 
SAB provided 14 pro- 
grams that included the 
Taste of Mexico, Balloon 
Glow, and the Rocky 
Horror Picture Show. 

The estimated cost for 
the fall programs (includ- 
ing the $3,000 for the 
Bash) was $24,417. 

For the spring semes- 
ter, SAB will spend an 
estimated $19,723 on 
programs, including the 
Spring Fling on April 19 
and 20.. 

“What took the 
biggest financial hit from 
the lack of funds was 
SAB’s advertising, but 
OSA helped us out by 
allowing us to use some 
of their resources,” Harp- 
er said. 

“The number one 
question is ‘Did the stu- 
dents enjoy the pro- 
grams?’ In my opinion, 
we have a tempest in the 
teapot. It shouldn’t matter 
who got credit for the 
event. This is not a prob- 
lem but an ego issue, ” 
Raines said. 
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Change is 
Continued from pg. 1 


Food Services, had its lat- 
est contract expire and’ lost 
the latest bid to another 
company. 

The new vendor, Tom’s 
of Shreveport, has signed a 
one year contract, with the 
school having the option to 
renew for an additional 
two years. 

As part of the new con- 
tract, Tom’s agreed to 
replace all vending 
machines that were built 
prior to 1998, with the 
exception of those in the 
HPE building, as they are 
under a separate contract. 
This includes all snack 
machines and many bever- 
age machines. 

As far as the missing 
snacks are concerned, it is 
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inevitable 
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companies carrying differ- 

ent products, though for 

the most part the contents 

Othe vending marines 6 Cl ie a 
have remained the same. RETIREMENT INSURANCE MUTUAL FUNDS TRUST SERVICES. TUITION FINANCING 


The increase in price 
on some items has two 
explanations: several 
items, including bags of 
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As time passes we will 
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refunds for lost monies 


may contact Angela McNi- 
coll at the campus book- 
store. 
The equation is easy. Lower expenses in managing a THE IMPACT OF EXPENSES ON PERFORMANCE 
frie ads fund can equal better performance. pea 
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Noel collection to host poetry exhibit April 2-30 


by 
Stephanie 
McKinzie 


Many students may 
only collect books they 
have to read for school, but 
for James Smith Noel, it 
was his passion. 

In honor of Noel’s love 
of books, The Noel Collec- 
tion on the floor of the 
Noel Memorial Library 
will hold a poetry exhibit 
from April 2-30. 


While Noel’s collection 


consists of an estimated 
200,000 books from peri- 
ods ranging from the 
1600’s to the present, 
Martha Lawler, assistant 
librarian in the Noel Col- 
lection, has chosen only a 
couple of dozen for this 
exhibit. 

The exhibit features 
works by renowned 
authors such as Robert 
Frost, Dorothy Parker and 
Shakespeare. 

Lawler says the books 
are very unique because of 
their bindings. 


Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Outmoded sound 
system 
5 King of comedy 
9 Swifity 


14 Fall garden? 

15 Flight school final 

16 Kind of instructor 

17 Property 
classification 

19 Insidious betrayer 

20 

21 Sharpshooter 

23 Ely or Leibman 

24 Put up a stockade 

25 Okeechobee and 


Ontario 
28 Infuriating 
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author 
Every last one 


One particular book 
with its red binding accen- 
tuates the book’s name, 
Rubies. 

Lawler chose to do a 
poetry exhibit in celebra- 
tion of National Poetry 
Month in April. 

The hours of the exhib- 
it are 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., 
Monday-Friday. 

The Noel Collection is 
open from 8 a.m. - 4:30 
p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday and 
on Wednesday from 8 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. 

Noel’s Collection was 


Feeling Depressed, 
sad, 
LOSING INTEREST in 
your usual aclivilies? 
FEELING WORTHLESS 
guilty or useless? 

Il you are leeling depressed, you may qualily to pariicipate In a 
research study evalualing investigational medications lor Ireal- 
ment of these conditions. You will receive ECG’s, physical 
exams laboratory lests and visits with a physician at no cost. 
You must be between 16 & 80 and in good health. Fomales 
must use acceptable birth control. For conlidenilal sciocning cail... 


created to share Noel’s 
passion for books with oth- 
ers, Lawler says. 

Noel wanted to have a 
special place for the books 
he collected that no one 
could check out, but rather 
enjoy at the library. 

Noel grew up in 
Shreveport and taught at 
Fair Park High School. His 
nickname was “Sunny” for 
his exuberant attitude. 

“He was a scholar who 
loved learning and sharing 
ideas,” Lawler said. Noel’s 
grandfather donated money 
for the land that Noel 
Methodist Church uses 
today. 

The Noel Memorial 
Library was named in 
memory of the entire Noel 
family. 

In his collection of 
over 200,000 books, Noel 
has books on philosophy, 
numerous kinds of history, 
Greek and Roman classics, 
Spanish and French litera- 
ture, and more. 

The librarians are still 
sorting through the books, 
trying to catalog each one 
and find its unique charac- 
teristics. 

While flipping through 
one book, Lawler found 
pencil drawings in the mar- 


blue, hopeless? 


gins, presumably done by a 
child, of ladies standing 
around in dresses. By the 
dress styles, she could 
assume the sketching was 
done during the 1800’s. 

Another book revealed 
a bookplate showing the 
book is originally from 
Teddy Roosevelt’s library. 

One rare gem in the 
collection is an original 
map of Louisiana from 
1816, four years after the 
Louisiana Purchase. 
Lawler says it’s the only 
one of its kind. The map is 
hand-colored, drawn on 
fine linen and Shreveport 
was not even established 
yet. The Red River and 
Lake Bistineau are 
attached and Mississippi 
and Alabama are still terri- 
tories. 

The Noel Collection 
stretches over half of the 
third floor. It has more 
books in it than any other 
place in the library. A vault 
in the collection holds the 
most valuable and rare 
items, while the rest of the 
collection sits on wooden 
shelves in a cool, climate- 
controlled system for 
preservation. 


UNUSUALLY TIRED or 
slowed down? 
LOSING YOUR APPETITE 
or gaining weight? 
UNDECISIVE, FORGETFUL, 
unable to concentrate? 


LSUHSC 


Clinical Psychopharmacology Research 


318- 
onda 


675-6326 Between 8 AM & 4:30 PM 
thru Fridays - IRB Approved 
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Sleep deprivation and finals: 
Does it affect your grade? 


by 
Jennifer 
Valeton 


Remember the advice 
that your parents and 
teachers used to give you 
when you had a test com- 
ing up? “Study a little bit 
each day, don’t cram, get a 
good night’s sleep before 
the day of the test and eat a 
healthy breakfast.” 

Well this is still the 
best way to do things, but 
for college students getting 
ready for finals, it’s not 
always feasible. 

Some of the advice we 
may be able achieve, but 
by far the most common 
problem among college 
students is sleep depriva- 
tion. Everyone has done it. 

You stay up all night 
cramming for your final 
and then take it in a state 
of delirium the next morn- 
ing. This may seem like a 
good and necessary deci- 
sion at the time but if you 
don’t sleep, the opposite of 
what you are trying to 
achieve happens. Sleep 
deprivation causes thinking 
to slow not only that night, 
but also the next day. 

According to Dr. Stan- 
ley €oren, a neuropsychol- 
ogist at the University of 
British Colombia, other 
effects of sleep deprivation 
include attention lapses, 
reduced short-term memo- 
ry capacity, impaired judg- 
ment, and altered brain 
activity. 

Researchers from the 


USCD School of Medicine 
and the Veterans Affairs 
Healthcare System have 
found that the parts of the 
brain normally responsible 
for learning cannot be acti- 
vated, and as a result, 
attempt to compensate by 
shifting to another region 
of the brain. 

In cases of sleep depri- 
vation, verbal tasks are 
shifted from the temporal 
lobe to the parietal lobes, 
which are associated with 
performing arithmetic 
tasks. In the case of per- 
forming arithmetic tasks 
under conditions of sleep 
deprivation, there is no 
activity at all in the parietal 
lobes, and there is no place 
that the brain can transfer 
them. 

So in other words: if 
you’ve stayed up all night 
studying for a math final, 
chances are that you won’t 
do too well because you 
have no part of the brain 
which can perform ade- 
quate mathematical compu- 
tation. Now if your final 
deals with using verbal 
skills, you will be slightly 
better off, but still no 
where up to par because a 
part of your brain that 


doesn’t normally deal with 
verbal functions is trying to 
take over. Researchers 
believe that the lack of nor- 
mal function in the brain of 
a sleep deprived individual 
stems from the fact that not 
getting enough sleep inter- 
rupts the electrical and 
chemical activity that 
would occur in the brain 
during a normal sleep 
cycle. 

Even if you do sleep, 
but fall short of the recom- 
mended 8 hours, you will 
still feel the adverse effects 
of sleep deprivation. 
Researchers at Harvard 
Medical School state that 
every 90 minutes during an 
8-hour, uninterrupted sleep 
cycle, REM sleep helps to 
restore the mind, by clear- 
ing out irrelevant informa- 
tion and connecting the 
rest. 

REM sleep advances its 
effectiveness with every 
90-minute cycle, and the 
last cycle is the most 
important because it is the 
stage where all those con- 
nections are made. This is 
why if you wake up before 
the 8-hour cycle is done, 
you may experience disori- 
entation during the day. 


MONTEY’S 


For example, not being 
able to remember quite 
how Ralph Waldo Emerson 
and Walt Whitman differed 
in their view of the how to 
achieve “spiritual whole- 
ness” is a good example of 
what effect breaking the 8- 
hour cycle a little early can 
have on that English final 
you seem to be staring at 
blankly. 

Although 8 hours of 
sleep is the best solution 
physically and mentally, it 
may not always be the 
most feasible one. After 
all, between working, car- 
ing for kids, going to class 
and trying to study, there 
isn’t usually much time left 
for sleep. 

The decision usually 
comes down to whether to 
study or sleep. When sleep 
starts to win most people 
reach for that dear old 
friend caffeine to help 
them out. According to sci- 
entists, caffeine actually 
over-stimulates the brain 
for about the first two 
hours after consumption 
and makes it even harder to 
focus and retain informa- 
tion. 

Doctors say that the 
best thing to do if you 


AMERICAN BARBERING 
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can’t get 8 hours of unin- 
terrupted sleep is to take 
“power naps.” 

Power naps consist of 
sleeping for 15 - 20 minute 
intervals. Anything over 
that will break your cycle 
and you may be even more 
delirious than before. Doc- 
tors also say that if you can 
afford to take a full 90- 
minute nap the results are 
even better than that of the 
power naps, but that you 
must be careful to remain 
in a sitting position. 

Lying down during a 
90-minute nap will leave 
you unrefreshed and disori- 
entated. 

The next time you go 
to study for a test and plan 
on not sleeping at all, 
remember that you won’t 
be able to learn as much 
that night, and you won’t 
be able to function as well 
when you have to take that 
test the next day. 

So do yourself a favor 
and take short naps instead 
of reaching for the caffeine 
and going sleepless. You’ ll 
think better for it that night 
and in the morning. 
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Election fraud under investigation 


Continued from pg. 1 

Raines sent an email to 
faculty and staff on Mon- 
day asking them to be 
careful with private infor- 
mation, such as social 
security numbers, because 
of this kind of occurrence. 

“When our students 
enroll in the university, 
they entrust us with private 
information, and we must 
keep that information 
secure to protect our stu- 
dents from identity abuse 
and violations of their 
right to privacy,” Raines 
said in the letter. 

She said she is going 
to send a postcard to all 
currently enrolled students 
urging them to change 
their pin numbers and 
passwords regularly to 
ensure security. 

Trey Benedict, junior 
speech communications 
major, was another victim 
of the election fraud. 

He said he tried to vote 
Thursday and it said he 
had voted Wednesday. He 
talked to Sailors and found 
she had the same problem. 
He reported his problem to 
Keith and Raines. 

“T got the gist from 
Gloria Raines that there 
were more reports,” he 
said. 

“My immediate care 
was my records,” Benedict 
said. “The possibility of 
them letting students get 
someone else’s social is 
beyond me.” 


Raines said the inci- 
dent is under investigation, 
but would not comment on 
specifics of the investiga- 
tion at the time of printing 
because she said it would 
not be proper to do so. 

“We are vigorously 
pursuing it,” she said. She 
said that she couldn’t give 
details because the investi- 
gation is in progress and 
might end in a disciplinary 
hearing. 

“There are clues that 
help you know there is 
abuse,” she said. “I won’t 
give any more details.” 

“T want to know whose 
votes were cast under my 
name, but they wouldn’t 
tell me,”’ Benedict said. 

Raines is considering 
the options for redoing the 
election. 

“T want to treat the 
candidates fairly,” she 
said. “I don’t want them to 
become victims of the 
election process.” 

She said possibilities 
include redoing the elec- 
tion this spring or waiting 
until next fall. 

Whatever happens with 
the election, Benedict and 
Sailors both feel that their 
rights have been violated. 

“All the candidates and 
students have been had,” 
Benedict said. “I feel we 
have a right to know who 
it was.” 

“The first year I decide 
to vote, it’s kind of ironic 
that I can’t,” Sailors said. 
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Tiffany performs at LSUS, reveals new image 


by 
Raechal 


Leone 


Come on, admit it. You 
sang along to songs like 
“Could’ve Been”, “I Saw 
Him Standing There” and, 
of course, the teen anthem 
“I Think We’re Alone 
Now” back in the 1980s. 
You may have even caught 
the artist behind the songs 
on her mall tour back in 
1987. In case you didn’t, 
the Student Activities 
Board offered students a 
second chance to catch 
former teen idol Tiffany in 
concert Monday. 

Tiffany performed for 
about 50 students at noon 
in the UC mall. The singer 
and her five-piece band 
played only five songs, 
including three tunes from 
her latest album, “The 
Color of Silence”, her sig- 
nature mega-hit “I Think 
We’re Alone Now” and a 
soulful cover of Janis 
Joplin’s “Me and Bobby 
McGee.” 

Although Tiffany is 
. best known for her sugary 
sweet ballad and dance 
hits of the 1980s teen pop 
craze, the three all-new 
cuts she performed Mon- 
day showed that the singer 
definitely has an edgier 
side. 

The former Debbie 
Gibson rival, who also 
shared a tour bill with the 


New Kids on the Block, 
took the stage wearing a 
pair of loud, red and 
orange printed pants, a 
black tank top, a silver- 
studded belt and high- 
heeled black boots. The 
audience was aware of her 
new image before she 
even opened her mouth 
with her bright red, almost 
orange hair and silver-stud 
nose ring. 

The first song, “I Will 
Not Break Down,” carried 
out the new image and 
served as an adrenaline- 
filled effort to get the 
crowd pumped up right 
away. Here, the attempt 
failed. Tiffany told the 
audience about three times 
to come a little closer to 
the stage. 

Next, she belted out 
the angsty “Butterfly,” 
which sounded a little 
more like Alanis Morris- 
sette than the mall-queen 
Tiffany fans may recall. 
The beats were hard and 
the vocals were strong and 
emotional. When she was 
done with this one, she 
stripped off her shoes and 
socks and remained bare- 
footed for the rest of the 
show. 

“All the Talking” fol- 
lowed, laced with rock 
thythms and a more 
upbeat tone. The fans 
seemed to be tapping 
along to the new stuff, but 
they were getting antsy. 

Tiffany knows her fans 
well and as soon as the 
last beat of the third song 
was pounded out, she real- 


ized she would have to 
give in. “Okay, let’s do ‘I 
Think We’re Alone 
Now,’” she said. “But you 
guys have to sing with 
me.” 

And the crowd came 
alive. Audience members 
who hadn’t moved during 
the entire concert got up 
for the chance to snag a 
moment on the mic with 
their idol from elementary 


tion of Joplin’s “Me and 
Bobby McGee”. Tiffany 
began performing at a 

very young age and she 


showed it during the entire 


concert, but especially 
during this song. She 
smiled and swayed to the 
tune as the fans sang 
along. 

She left the stage for 
about 20 minutes and 


returned wearing the same 


photo by Mark Rogers 


Tiffany sings her new songs as well as her well-known hits 


from the past. 


school. In between verses, 
Tiffany graciously posed 


for photos with a few fans. 


With the crowd still on 
its feet, well a few people 
anyway, Tiffany 
announced that her next 
song would be her last. 
(She later attributed the 
brevity of the concert to 
the fact that she was get- 
ting over a cold and that 
“everyone just wanted to 
hear ‘I Think We’re Alone 
Now.””) 

Finally, she wrapped it 
up with a spirited rendi- 


shirt and belt with bootcut 
denim jeans and a pair of 
turquoise clogs, Tiffany 
sat down to autograph 
posters, T-shirts and post- 
cards for eager fans. 

She didn’t seem to 
mind at all, not even as 
several fans asked for 
multiple autographs, usu- 
ally for people who 
“missed the show because 
of work.” 

A couple of these 
missing fans missed out 
on the chance to have 
lunch with Tiffany 


because they weren’t pre- 
sent at the SAB drawing 
where four students’ 
names were drawn from 
the name suggestions for 
the renovated cafeteria. 
Four students were even- 
tually selected: Annie 
Todd, Robert Eakin, Lacy 
Gardner, and Deborah Fra- 
zier. 

The students headed 
over to the Manhattan to 
meet up with Tiffany and 
her Los Angeles-based 
band. About an hour later, 
the singer arrived wearing 
the same outfit topped off 
with a black beret. 

Over lunch, Tiffany 
talked with the fans about 
her experiences here and 
on the road, as well as her 
tour. She said she and the 
band had a “great time” at 
Savoie’s Sunday night, 
when she had her first 
experience eating craw- 
fish. 

She said she and the 
band had been touring for 
about a month at colleges 
across the country. 
They’re doing about 30 
shows in all. They’re not, 
however, planning a large- 
scale U.S. tour just yet, 
Tiffany said. 

“We’re going to Asia,” 
she said. Another U.S. 
tour will have to wait until 
Tiffany has sorted through 
the process of changing 
record labels, she said. 

For now, “The Color 
of Silence” is available at 
Tiffany’s Web Site, 
www.tiffanymusic.com, on 
Eureka Records. 
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